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of God. Bad and stimulating or dirty foods we must avoid as
we must avoid bad contact. But let us not give these observances
a place out of all proportion to their importance. We dare
not use abstinence from certain foods as a cover for fraud,
hypocrisy, and worse vices. We dare not refuse to serve a fallen or
a dirty brother lest his contact should injure our spiritual growth.

HINDU-MUSLIM UNITY

There is still much left to be desired as to Hindu-Muslim
unity. The combination is still suspected to be a menace to the
free existence and growth of the small communities. Let us not
repeat the mistakes of the past regarding our attitude towards the
Moderates or the Independents. They must not feel unsafe in our
company but by our toleration we must disarm their suspicion and
opposition except as to our ideals.

CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE

We dare not pin our faith solely to civil disobedience. It is like
the use of a knife to be used most sparingly if at all. A man who
cuts away without ceasing cuts at the very root and finds
himself without the substance he was trying to reach by cutting off
the superficial hard crust. The use of civil disobedience will be
healthy, necessary, and effective only if we otherwise conform to
the laws of all growth. We must, therefore, give its full and, there-
fore, greater value to the adjective "civil" than to c'disobedience33.
Disobedience without civility, discipline, discrimination, non-
violence is certain destruction. Disobedience combined with love
is the living water of life. Civil disobedience is a beautiful variant
to signify growth, it is not discordance which spells death.

Young India, 5-1-1922

63.   LEGALISED PILLAGE

Whilst imprisonments of thousands of non-co-operators and
their unavoidable hardships fill me with delight, the incidents I am
about to relate, though they bring swaraj nearer, do grieve me.
I would fain not think so ill of the Government as its acts now
make me do.

The hartal1 in Calcutta was apparently as thorough as it was
in Allahabad. The citizens did not go mad as some did in.

On December 24, 1921